
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pha Deang  Nang Ai 

According  to Esarn  folklore  here 

Was a city  named òMuang  Aek-Hitaó 

ruled By  òPhaya  Khmeró. 
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He  had a beautiful  named  

òNang Aió or òNang Ai Khamó.  Her beauty   was 

well-known  everywhere .   Because  of   t his,  

many princes   from   different  cities  were  

infatuates  with  her.  
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Similarly. òThao  Phang Keeó, 

the son of Phaya  Nak,  

the ruler of  Muang  Badan  

was infatuated  with her, too.  

  

 

Thao Phang Kee, Phaya  Nakõs son,  

a young  naga, fell in love  with  her, too.  

It was on  impossible  love  since he  was  

a naga, and she  was  a human.  

He  was  worried  about  that.  
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With  the  power  of power  of love. 

Thao PhangKee  transf ormed  himself  

into  a  white Squirrel  with  a small  

golden  bell.  Then  he left   

Muang  Badan  to see  Nang-Aiõs  

beauty  in the  human  world.  

  

 

While  she and  her  chaperon  

were  r elaxing  in  the   flower  

garden, she  heard  the Sound   

of  the  ringing  bell.  
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When  she  looked  around  

the  garden, She  saw  the  

lovely  white  squirrel.   

She ordered  her  chaperon  

to  find  a hunter   t o  catch  it.  

  

 

But  it  was  so  swift  

that  the  hunter could  

not  catch   it.  
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So   he  decided  to   

use  a  poison  arrow  

t o  shoot  and  kill  

squirrel.  

Before  the  squirrel  

died, he  made  a   wish  

that  his  bogy  would  grow 

so  large  that  his meat  

could  feed  all  the   

towns  people. 
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After   that ,  t he  hunter   

and  the chaperon  cut  the  meat  

of  the  squirrel  and  distributed  

it  to  all  the people  in this  town,  

except  a widow.   Nang  Ai  also  

ate  the  squirrelõs   meat. 

  

 

When  Thao Pha Daeng  rode òBag Samó, 

his  horse, to  visit  Nang  Ai  in  the  evening, 

she  told  him  about  this  story  in  detail.  
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He  was  very  frightened  

because  he   Knew  that  

whoever  ate  the  squirrelõs  

meat  would   be   killed    

by  the  naga.  

  

 

He  realized  th at   town  was  in   great  danger.  

So he  carried  Nang  Ai  on  the  horse  t o  escape  

the  Nagaõs  pursuit.    She  was so frightened  that  

she  grasped  a gong  and  a  cymbal,   to  protect  

herself.  
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No   matter  where  she  hid, the  nagas  

chased  her   because   she  had  eaten the  

squirrelõs   meat.   While  the  nagas  were  

chasing  her,   the  town  was  destroyed   

by  an  earthquake.  

  

 

While  Thao Pha  Daeng  was  riding   

to  The  north ,  the  nagas  transformed  

them selves   into  logs   barring   his  way. 
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So  he turned  his  horse  back, but  it  fell down, 

exhausted.    Nang  Ai  threw  away  her  r ing,  

the  gong  and  the  cymbal  in  an  attempt  to stop  

the   nagas, but  she  could  not.  
  

 

Suddenly, she  fell   off  the  horseback,  

because  she  was  hit  by  Suthonakarajõs 

lashing  tail.  (King  Suthonakaraj  was   

Thao Phang Keeõs  f ather and the ruler  of  

the nagas.) 
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As  Nang  Ai  spoke  her  last  words  

promising  to  meet  Thao Pha Daeng  in the  

next  world,  she  was  buried   alive   when  the  

ground   collapsed   around   her  body.  

She died  before  Thao  Pha Daengõs  very  eyes. 

  

 

He  was  so  grief -stricken  that  he  could  

not  love   another  women.   After  that   

Thao Pha Daeng   pined  for  her  until  he  died. 

  
 

 
  

 


