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The Field Trip to the King's Farm

In the morning every student including New, Eart, Keng
and Phu came to school very early except for Tird. It was the day
that they all had been waiting for.

“I’m so excited,” said New. “I can’t believe, it’s finally
Thursday!”

“Do you know what the most famous tourist attraction
in Hua Hin is?” asked Eart.

“l heard about its beautiful beach, | can’t wait to swim
in the crystal clear sea,” Phu closed her eyes dreaming.

That Thursday was the day the school had a field trip
to Hua Hin, a district of Petchaburi Province in the western region
of Thailand. It was quite a distance from Udon thani to Hua Hin.
A bus was provided for students.

“Tweeeet!” The students stopped talking and listened

to the sound of the whistle.
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After a second “tweet..tweet.. .tweet...tweet!” all
students rushed to the four short whistle sounds and found Mr.
Chan, the scoutmaster and other teachers standing in front of
school building. He raised both arms from the sides with his palms
toward his body, then the students joined in a single line semi-
circle around him.

Mr. Chan greeted the students and explained what
they had to do and understand before leaving for Hua Hin.

“Well, these are things that you must remember and
be careful of while you are traveling. Do you have any questions?”
asked Mr. Chan.

There were no answer from the students.

“Do you have any questions?” he repeated the
question louder to make sure.

“No, sir” students chorused loudly.

3 | Following in My Father s Footsteps



“Good!” said Mr. Chan. “Everyone should keep their
luggage at the baggage storage, then get onto the bus. Boys sit on
the right and girls on the left, please hurry.” He insisted firmly.

The students gradually got onto the bus, New sat down
beside Eart in the middle of the bus. Keng sat down in the back
seat with schoolboys. Phu sat down next to the window and the
aisle seat at the right beside her was available.

“Anyone sitting there?” a girl asked, pointing at the seat
beside Phu.

“Yes, Tird’s going to sit here. Why don’t you just sit
with Krumim at the front over there?” Phu said in a bossy sort of
voice.

“Oh! | see, | have to sit over there with Kru Mim,
everywhere else is full, thanks,” said the girl, sidling herself to the
front of the bus.
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“Where is Tird?” Phu wondered. She stood up looking

around for her friend.

“New! New! Has Tird come yet?” Phu asked loudly.

“I haven’t seen her yet,” replied New.

“Look!” New shouted, pointing out of the window.

“There she is,” said New.

“Tird!” cried Phu blissfully, reaching half body out of
the window, waving her hands.

Tird finally came to school with her parents by
motorcycle, she jumped off immediately when the motorcycle
stopped and sent her suitcase to the crew to load it. She said

good bye to her parents.
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“Bye, Mom and Dad,” said the girl.

“Take care of yourself, dear. Have a good trip,” said
mother fondly.

“C’mon Tird, sit here” Phu invited her best friend.

“Everyone here?” Kru Mim stood up, asking students.
She called student names one at a time.

“Okay, we got everyone, we’re ready to go now,” said
Kru Mim solfly to the driver.

“Are you ready?” shouted Kru Mim.

“Yes!” chorused students.

“Are you ready?” She repeated.

“Yes, we are ready,” thundered the students.

“Let’s go to Hua Hin!” shouted the teacher.
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The bus slowly left from school, Students clapped

their hands singing some songs. The bus was moving toward Khon
Kaen. After an hour, the singing stopped. The schoolboys at the
back were laughing and talking, some schoolgirls were eating
snacks.

Thirty minutes later, there came a complete silence.
Only the sound of the engine and the wind could be heard.
Everyone fell asleep due to getting up very early in the morning,
except New, she leaned her head against the window, gazing out

on things along the roadside.
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“Ubol Ratana Dam, twenty-five,” New read a guide sign
silently.

It told the distance and direction to Ubol Ratana Dam,
New just wondered what the importance role of the dam was.
She craned over the front seats, looking at Kru Mim reading a
book. She just wanted to ask her teacher, but she didn’t want to
bother others, so she leaned back on her seat taking a nap.

“Aeeeeeeed!” a squeal of brakes.

Everyone on the bus woke up, New opened her eyes
found the bus stopped at the gas station.

“Attention, please! Okay now everyone has a fifteen -
minute toilet break and for the minimart as well, remember! Be

punctual.” Kru Mim announced firmly.”
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Teachers and students gradually got off the bus. New

rushed to the student who sat with Kru Mim to ask her for
something.

“Phen! Phen! Hey, wait a minute!” shouted New
walking up hurriedly to the girl.

The girl stopped and turned back in surprise to the
voice waiting till New got to her. The girl raised up her eye brows
wondering.

“Hi, how are you?” The g¢irl greeted first.

“F-Fine, thanks. A-And you?” gasped New.

“Good and what’s up?” said the girl softly.

“Yes, do you mind if | change my seat with yours?”
asked New keeping eyes contacted to the seat owner begging her.

But before the ¢irl could answer, New continued, “I have some
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questions to ask the teacher,” the girl was quiet for a while,
“Quiet means okay, thank you so much, friend.” New concluded
with a smile.

“I mind! You can’t take my seat,” said the girl gruffly.

It seemed New was disappointed, she nodded her
head, didn’t say anything but accepted her friend decision. She
was about to leave where she was standing. Suddenly, her hand
was grabbed by a hand of her friend. She walked closer to New
whispering “I’m teasing you, girl, sit there if you want.”

The seat owner ran away from her friend laughing out
loud, “I will never change it back.” Phen shouted with smile.

“Thank you!” New shouted back, her eyes bright

behind her glasses.
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Fifteen minutes later, Mr. Chan called student’s names
to make sure that everyone got on board, then the bus left the
gas station.

“Excuse me, miss.” New said to the teacher.

“Yes, Chalita,” she said “Where were you in the
morning?”

She narrowed her eyes looking at her student and
managed a smile.

“I just changed my seat with Wanphen, | have a
question to ask you,” said New.

“Sure, let me see if | can help you,” she said kindly.
“What’s your question?”
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“The dam in Thailand... | just read the guide sign of the
Ubol Ratana Dam on the roadside before we stopped at the gas
station, it interests me very much, could you explain to me the
purposes of the dam,” asked New eagerly.

“Hmmm, you know, the Ubol Ratana Dam, formerly
known as the Phong Neeb Dam,” Kru Mim started with former
name of the dam, while the bus was crossing a bridge.

“Look! We are crossing the bridge on the Nam Phong
River, aren’t we?” asked New, pointing to the river. It was very
exciting for a girl who lived far away from the rivers.

“Yes, we are,” said Kru Mim, and the Ubol Ratana Dam
impounds the Nam Phong River, it was the first multi-purpose

dam in the northeastern region of Thailand,” added Kru Mim.
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“A multi-purpose dam?” New repeated, “I don’t quite

understand by this word,” New needed Kru Mim to explain.

“The Ubol Ratana Dam was built for electricity
generation, irrigation, flood control, transportation, fisheries and
as a tourist attraction,” recited Kru Mim.

“] see, The Ubol Ratana Dam is like the first torch to
brighten up Isan, but what about the current name of the dam?
Why was it changed?” said New eagerly.

“Well, I'm not sure about that, just a moment, let me
check,” mumbled the teacher.

She reached inside her handbag and pulled out her I-
phone which was so old.

“Yes, | got it,” said Kru Mim reaching her mobile phone

in her right hand in front of New.
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“The dam was given its current name by royal
permission in 1966, in honour of Princess Ubol Ratana, the eldest
child of King Bhumibol Adulyadej.” New read it softly. “Long live
the king,” said New sounding both proud and impressed.

“Some technology is good for education, isn’t it?” said
Kru Mim pulling her hand back slowly. “All knowledge is in the
air,” she added.

“Certainly, miss, what we want to know, just google it,”
said New happily.

They both laughed to their heart’s delight. Some
students still talked to friends, Kru Mim and New talked about
some other topics, soon New was asleep leaning her head against

her teacher’s shoulder. It took more than an hour before

everything became quiet again.
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After five hours of driving, the bus driver had to take a

break for rest and refreshment, it was the lunch time as well. The
bus was slow down, the turn signal lights were blinking with a
metronome-like sound. It took the left turn into the gas station
where there was a restaurant for all to have lunch.

New, Tird, Eart, Phu, Keng and Phen sat down at the
same table for lunch.

“Where are we now?” Keng asked with a mouthful of
noodles.

“Korat, the guide sign told that here is Nakhon
Ratchasima,” said New.

“Do you know how long does it take from Korat to Hua
Hin?” asked Eart.

“It takes about...” Phu paused her answer for a while

drinking water, “Five hours,” she completed her answer.
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Keng yawned loudly, stood up and stretched. “Best be
off, dude.” Keng invited his friends to go for some snacks.

“Where to ¢0?” Phu groaned.

“There is a minimart over there, c’mon,” said Keng
pointing to the minimart near the entrance of the gas station.

The six students got inside the minimart. Inside it, the
air conditioning felt good. Most of them went straight to snack
shelves picking some snacks they liked, but New was in front of
the Newspaper display stand reading the front page of the
newspaper. The head line news about the Royal Project called
Chang Hua Man caught her interest, but she couldn’t read the
inside, because they stapled it together, she hesitated whether to

buy it or not.
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“Tweeeet!”
Mr. Chan blew a sharp blast on his whistle. All students

knew that it was time to leave.

“New, let’s go! Hurry up!” Phu called her friend.

“But,” New hesitated. She wanted to buy the
newspaper, but the checkout was packed full of customers, then
she followed her friends.

At 6 PM., The bus arrived in Hua Hin. The bus stopped
there and everyone was told to get off. An old seaside guesthouse
was booked, it was big enough for all teachers and students
staying together.

All students were called to an assembly by Mr. Chan,
and the ground in front of the guesthouse was filled with all

students sitting on grass listening to him.
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“Okay now, you have to listen carefully,” said Mr.
Chan.

“There are some rules for you to keep in mind. First,
there are two rooms with the bathrooms inside, one for ladies
and one for gentlemen, never g¢o to the wrong room,” said Mr.
Chan. “Keng! You got it?” All students laughed out loud with
Keng, his face as red as strawberry, after Mr. Chan made a joke
upon him. Keng was a boy who liked playing with a group of girls.

“Second, never go anywhere alone without the
company of teachers or the proper number of friends,” said the
teacher firmly. A few students nodded mutely.

“Third, in case of sickness or if something goes wrong,
don’t be afraid to tell a teacher immediately,” he said.

“Finally, your assignment for this field trip must be

handed in on Monday,” there was a noise “Oooooooooh”
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“And this evening we will have dinner together here

after taking a shower, any questions?” Mr. Chan ended.

|”

“No, sirl” chorused students.

“Good! Girls stand up! Now, form a line,” Mr. Chan told
the schoolgirls, “and follow Kru Mim.”

Kru Mim led the girls with their luggage into a room to
choose their beds. Then they all took a shower. The schoolboys
followed Mr. Chan to their room as well.

At dinner, there were tables each of with eight chairs
around them. There were enough spaces for students and
teachers to sit. The tables were filled with many dishes of food
that some students had never eaten before. On top of that there

was fresh seafood that they could grill by themselves.
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Principal stood up. He was beaming at his students, his
face decorated with smile, as if nothing could have pleased him
more than to see them all there.

“Good evening,” he said. “Welcome to Hua Hin! Before
we start our special dinner together, | would like to say a few
words. First of all, | would like to say thank you to all the teachers
who have been working very hard taking care of our students, and
I’m sure that you, my students, will have a lot of fun and gain
more experience. Tomorrow, you will have a great chance to visit
the Royal Project: Chang Hua Man, and if you are wondering about
that, just wait and see. Now please enjoy your dinner, thank you!”

He sat back down. Everybody clapped and cheered,

then started their dinner happily.
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After 9 o’clock everyone felt asleep, only the sound of

the waves crashing on the shore and the wind rustling through
the coconut trees could be heard.

New woke up early the next morning. She woke her
friends up to see the sun rise above the sea.

“Tird! Eart! Phu! Wake up now or you will miss out.
C’mon people,” called New.

“Alright,” Eart mumbled, “I’m getting up”

The girls scrambled to their feet, and went straight to
the beach just across the road in front of the guesthouse. They
all stood on the beach watching the sun slowly rising above the
sea.

“Hey! Hey! C’mon this way, there are a lot of ghost

crabs around here” shouted Keng loudly to the girls.
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“A lot of what?” shouted Phu wondering the words
that wasn’t clear.

Keng and a few boys ran around like fools trying to
catch those small creatures, the girl joined them. Then everyone
came down to the beach, some took photos with the teachers,
some swam in the sea, some picked up seashells, some buried
themselves in the sand and some girls screamed the top of their
lung when the boys pulled and threw them into the sea, but
everyone was happy.

Late in the morning, everyone got on board and had

breakfast on the bus. They left the guesthouse for the Royal

Project, and the students were very excited.

m The Field Trip to the King’s Farm| 22



The bus arrived at the Royal Project location. The first

thing that they could see was a large earthen dike around the
reservoir with many people shooting photos on top of it.

“Welcome visitors from Bannongsangsoi School, Udon
thani province to The Chang Hua Man Royal Project” greeted the
Royal Project officer.

The project officer explained to the visitors that the
royally initiated Chang Hua Man Project is an experimental land
plot for planting economic crops which covers 99 acres,
supporting farmers in Phetchaburi and nearby provinces.

“Now it’s time for you to explore the Chang Hua Man
project,” said Mr. Chan “There are two paths for the sightseeing.

| would ask you if you prefer to go with the open sided buses with
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guides or the bicycles,” Mr. Chan asked students pointing to a
bike stand.

“Bicycles!” chorused students promptly.

“Great! So we’ll go with bicycles. Everyone has two
hours to visit the project,” the teacher decided, “it’s nine thirty
now, so everyone is supposed to be back right here at eleven -
thirty.”

“Certainly, sir,” responded students.

The students rode the pink bicycles up and down the
black lane around the land, exploring the Royal Project.

New rode a bike with her friends, Eart, Phu, Tird, Noi
and Keng straight up to a hill, they noticed twenty giant white
fans.

“What are these big fans for?” wondered New.

“I don’t think they are fans for cooling or ventilation”

Keng gave an opinion.
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“I’ve got an idea,” said New.

“What’s the idea?” Eart asked seriously, “You know
what they are.”

“Of course! Follow me and | will enlighten you,” New
biked straight to the giant fans.

“Hey! Don’t paddle too fast,” begged Tird, “I suck at
biking.”

When the kids ¢ot closer to those fans, they were
bigger and bigger, the kids were so eager to know what exactly
they were.

“Tell me! Einstein, wh-wh-what are they for?” Eart

asked New as she sounded out of breath.
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“The answer is right over there,” said New, pointing to

an old man.

“Excuse me, sir, do you work here?” asked New
politely.

“Yes, what can | do for you?” The old man answered
kindly.

“We were just wondering what the giant fans are for?”
asked New suddenly.

“Ha Ha Ha,” laughed the old man,

“They aren’t such fans at all,” said the old man with a

warming smile.

“I told you, these aren’t for cooling,” said Keng.

“Definitely not, they are called wind turbines, this farm
is in quite a hilly region and is perfectly located to harness the
power of the wind. The wind turbines here are just a
demonstration of wind power where people can learn about this
clean form of energy,” the old man explained.

“Hmmm...How much energy
do the wind turbines produce, sir?”
asked Keng.

“With twenty wind turbines
there is currently a peak power of
50 KWh of electric energy generated,”
answered the old man. “There are
many more interesting things in the farm,
if you bike down the hill, you will see

all economic crops can be grown without

chemical fertilizers.”
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“Thank you, sir. We are appreciate your explanation,”

said the kids, “Good bye, sir.” “Bye-bye,” “we hope to see you
again.”

The kids roamed all over the farming area to other
points of interest such as some rice paddies, fruit orchards and a
demonstration barn. They were so excited to see and feed Khun
Tum, the cow cutely named by His Majesty the King. The smiles
on their faces and group laughter showed how much they
enjoyed the trip. While they were concentrating on their activities
the kids forgot about leaving, they were so happy and engrossed
in what they were doing.

“Cling — a — ling — a ling,” rang a bicycle bell.

The students could hear it from behind, it was Mr. Chan

on a bicycle as he announced it was time to leave.
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“It’s the time to leave now, everyone’s waiting for you,
hurry up!” yelled Mr. Chan.

“Oh, no!” the kids chorused.

“How time flies!” New said.

“Time flies so fast when we are having fun” added Phu.

“Don’t be silly, c’mon,” said Mr. Chan turning his
bicycle back, then students grabbed their bikes and followed him.

Before leaving, the teachers and students stocked up
on fresh fruits and vegetables at the Golden Place shop, where
the best quality of products from the Royal Project were sold.

The bus slowly left the farm, the students were
clapping their hands singing songs.

New looked back to her friends, she could feel how
happy they were.

“It was a fun and informative day out for the students
from a rural area like us, thank you so much for the teachers
providing this field trip for the students...thank you” said New
silently to herself.
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Vocabulary

available (o19a2785)
adj. Wuuselewd, 16

crane over (ipsu-Tai78)
V. YD

demonstration (suiv'ainssy)
n. N15@156

experimental (Gawy5iuia)
adj. WNINUNIINAABS

hesitat (15v71m)
v. aaala

informative (Guweueiin)
L Ay v v
adj. Ml¥inw3

concentrate (Fouiduinsn)
V. A9NAILA, INTD

creature (n5ive)
n. @40%30, dmilan -

dike (dyke) (lan)
n. ANLWIAUUN

gaze (inv)
V. 994, W9

impound @uinun)
v. N3, ANAY

irrigation (a54n7%)
n. ASNAYN, ASTAUIENIUY
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. ey, .\
lean Gw) & m

V. 9, We, 99

newspaper display stand
(T Wna-Aa1Ua-audus)
N. WRIATIADNUN

punctual (vWsnraa)
adj. A3LIAN

scramble (aFun5uia)
V. 43994, PoLke9

sound out of breath
(¥1IUA-49 1-DON-4US5)
idm. wavgwmilegvau

ventilation (5uiiiasw)
n. ANSIEUNYBINA
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mouthful (wswa)
n. A1, WuUIn

open sided bus
(loWu-lodn-Ua)
n. saugIad1ue

refreshment GiwSvium)
v. vinlvianau

f
R

sidling (sidle) (l#da)
V. AU, AUBaUaese

tourist attraction
(9725am-02 WN5SATY)
n. @0NUNYIaUNeNn

yawn (gau)
V. ¥IUBY



Exercise \NW!

1. A van was provided for the students.

@ -- I - 5: @

2. The Ubol Ratana Dam was built for only flood control.

@ -: I - @

3. The former name of Ubol Ratana Dam was Phong Neeb Dam.

@ -: I 5 @

4. The ghost crabs were found on the beach.

@~ : N - : @

5. The students explored the Chang Hua Man project by using an open sided bus.

@ -: N - @

6. There were twenty-five wind turbines in the farm.

@ -: BN - 5 @)

7. The students didn’t pay the entrance fee.

@ -: BN - 5: @)

8. His Majesty the King named a cow as Khun Tum.

@ -: BN - @)

9. The homework would handed in on Monday.

O st @)

10. The sound of whistle was a signal to call students.

@ -: B - @
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Exercise \\WA

Column A
1. available
2. creature
3. punctual
a4 concentrate
5. informative
6. lean
7. demonstration
8. gaze
9. yawn
10. sidle

Column B

a. look steadily and intently.

b. serving as conclusive evidence of
something; giving proof.

c. able to be used or free.

d. walk in a furtive or timid manner.

e. focus on a particular object or activity.

f. open one's mouth wide and inhale

deeply due to tiredness.
g. move into a sloping position.
h. an animal or person.

. providing useful or interesting

information.

j. doing something at a proper time.
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Choose the right answer.

1. It was quite a distance from Udon thani to Hua Hin, A bus was
for students.
a. provides b. provided

c. provide d. providing

2. Who was asked to change the seat?
a. Phen was asked to. b. Tird was asked to.

c. Noi was asked to d. Kru Mim was asked to.

3. What was Ubol Ratana built for?
a. electricity generation b. irrigation
c. flood control d. all corrects

4. What sounds could be heard on the bus when the students slept?
a. The sound of the engine and the wind could be heard.

The students could hear the driver singing.

The music could be heard.

Nothing could be heard.

e 0o

5. Why couldn’t New read the newspaper inside?

a. She was so hurry. b. It was stapled together.
c. She didn’t buy it. d. She didn’t have money.
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10.

The small were caught by the kids.

a. creatures b. creature

c. creation d. creative

The wind power was by an old man, it is a clean

energy source.
a. explored b. exported

c. explained d. exciting

Ubol Ratana Dam was built for electricity generation, irrigation,
flood control, transportation, fisheries and

a. accommodation b. tourist attraction

c. demonstration d. ventilation

The Nam Phong River was by the Phong Neeb Dam.
a. impounded b. impounds

c. impounding d. impound

According to the story, How can you believe that the vegetables
in the Royal Project are clean?

a. They are tasty.

b. They wash their products very well.

c. Al vegetables were grown with chemical fertilizers.

d. Al crops can be grown without chemical fertilizers
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Choose the right answer.

1. What was Ubol Ratana built for?

a. electricity generation b. irrigation
c. flood control d. all corrects
2. The small were caught by the kids.
a. creatures b. creature
C. creation d. creative

3. Who was asked to change the seat?
a. Phen was asked to. b. Tird was asked to.

c. Noi was asked to d. Kru Mim was asked to.

4. What sounds could be heard on the bus when the students slept?
a. The sound of the engine and the wind could be heard.

The students could hear the driver singing.

The music could be heard.

Nothing could be heard.

o oo

5. According to the story, How can you believe that the vegetables
in the Royal Project are clean?
a. They are tasty.
b. They wash their products very well.
c. Al vegetables were grown with chemical fertilizers.
d

All crops can be grown without chemical fertilizers
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. The wind power was by an old man, it is a clean
energy source.

a. explored b. exported

c. explained d. exciting

. It was quite a distance from Udon thani to Hua Hin, A bus

was for students.
a. provides b. provided
c. provide d. providing
. The Nam Phong River was by the Phong Neeb Dam.
a. impounded b. impounds
c. impounding d. impound

. Ubol Ratana Dam was built for electricity generation, irrigation,
flood control, transportation, fisheries and

a. accommodation b. tourist attraction

c. demonstration d. ventilation

. Why couldn’t New read the newspaper inside?
a. She was so hurry. b. It was stapled together.
c. She didn’t buy it. d. She didn’t have money.
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. A van was provided for the students.

@ rase @)

. The Ubol Ratana Dam was built for only flood control.

CIEe raise @)

. The former name of Ubol Ratana Dam was Phong Neeb Dam.

@) RUE st @)

. The ghost crabs were found on the beach.

(VI Faise @)

. The students explored the Chang Hua Man project by using an open sided bus.

C raLse @)

. There were twenty-five wind turbines in the farm.

@) ru: | raLse @)

. The students didn’t pay the entrance fee.

Crs rase @)

. His Majesty the King named a cow as Khun Tum.

(VI [ FaLste @)

. The homework would be handed in on Monday.

(VI st @)

10. The sound of whistle was a signal to call students.

@) ru: | raLse @)
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Column A Column B
1. C available a. look steadily and intently.
2. h creature b. serving as conclusive evidence of

something; giving proof.

3. j punctual c. able to be used or free.

a. e concentrate d. walk in a furtive or timid manner.

5. i informative e. focus on particular object or
activity.

6. g lean f. open one’s mouth wide and inhale

deeply due to tiredness.

7. b demonstration g. move into sloping position.

8. a gaze h. an animal or person.

9. f yawn . providing useful or interesting
information.

10. d sidle j. doing something at a proper time.
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