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1. The Gossipy Man (Cambodia : Khmer Folktale)

2. The Mango Tree (Laos : Lao Folktale)

3. The Fortunes of Si Malang (Malaysia : Malaysian Folktale)

4. The Boy and The Magic Brush (Myanmar : Burmese Folktale)
5. Ungrateful Man (Thailand : Thai Folktale)

6. The Moon Boy (Vietnam : Viethamese Folktale)
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Once upon the time, there lived a man named Ream.
He was the door-keeper of a millionaire.



People who wished to see or to contact the millionaire
always had to ask Ream first to know whether the millionaire
was at home or not, or whether they could or could not see
the millionaire. People could go to see the millionaire only
after having received Ream'’s permission. Before allowing a
person to see the millionaire, Ream always asked the
person about his/her name, whereabouts and intentions.



Ream was the only person who was loved most by
the millionaire. One day, the millionaire secretly told Ream:
“You must be responsible for everything for me,
including overseeing the slave workers and the care-taker
of the warehouse to make sure that they work hard and
sincerely for me or not. From today on, | assign you as both
my spy and my door-keeper. I'll double your salary.”



Ream was a talkative man and never hid any secret.
He always told other people of what he should have kept
secret. Therefore, he told his wife and friends about the
millionaire assigning him as the spy.



His wife was very glad. She whispered the secret to
her friends and her friends whispered that secret to their
husbands and friends and so on. The secret was soon
widely known. The millionaire’s slave workers and care-
taker of the warehouse on learning that Ream was
the millionaire’s spy tried to incite the millionaire to dismiss

Ream from his employment.



After he had been fired by the millionaire, Ream felt
very depressed and stayed at home doing nothing.

He sold all his properties and house to get money
to buy food until nothing was left to him. Ream became very
poor and homeless. He then went to live with one
of his friends. As for his wife, she also divorced him and
married another man.



Knowing that, the millionaire asked Ream to come
back to live with him again as a house cleaner.



One day, there were a ship’s three businessmen
bringing a precious diamond to sell to the millionaire.
The three businessmen honestly told the millionaire:

“We bought this diamond from the chief of the royal
treasury, who had stolen it and sold it to me. We had this
diamond cut in a different shape so that it could not be
recognized as belonging to the king.”

The millionaire asked those businessmen to clarify
the exact shape of that diamond to make sure that it was
really so different from the original shape that no one could
recognize it. Therefore, he bought it. At that time, Ream was
also wiping the furniture nearby and he heard all what
the businessmen had said.



Three days later, there was an art festival organized
in the city. Ream asked the millionaire for permission to
go to see it with a friend.

While watching a performance, Ream recollected
the diamond businessmen. Then, he gave his friend
a full account of the story.

Coincidentally, the three businessmen were also
there watching the performance and overheard
everything. They thought that if they let Ream and his
friend live longer, their secret would be revealed.



After the festival had been over, the three businessmen
went to hide themselves at a quiet place. When Ream and
his friend walked to that place, the three businessmen came
out and killed them.



Exercise1

Directions: Look up the meaning of words given in your dictionary.
( 20 marks)

10. property (n.)




12. incite (v.)

20. Kl (v,




Exercise?2

Directions: Here are situations that appear in the story. Put the number
1-10 to rearrange the situations. ( 10 marks)

Ream told other people about his secret.

Ream and his friend went to see an art festival.

People had to ask Ream if they wanted to meet the
millionaire.

The millionaire bought the diamond from the three
businessmen.

Ream was a spy and a door-keeper.

Ream told his friend about the stolen diamond.

Ream was the door-keeper of a millionaire.

Ream was killed because he could not keep the secret.

The three businessmen sold the diamond to the millionaire.

The millionaire loved Ream the most.




Exercise3

Directions: Circle T if the sentence is True and F if it is False. ( 10 marks)

—_

. Ream was a millionaire.

The people asked Ream to meet the millionaire.
The millionaire loved Ream the most.

The millionaire assigned Ream as a worker.

His wife was very sad about Ream’s responsibilities.
The three businessmen sold a diaomond to Ream.
The diamond belonged to the King.

Ream and the millionaire went to an art festival.

VW o N o kWD

Ream told the secret to his friend.

— -4 4 -4 —H4 -4 -4 - - -
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10. The three businessmen were killed by Ream.




Exercise4

Directions: Retell the story by using the story map. ( 10 marks)

Characters

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Setting

------------------------------------
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....................................
------------------------------------

------------------------------------

Problem
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Exercise 1

1. door-keeper
millionaire
intention

. businessman

. salary

. secret

2

3

4

5. warehouse
6

7

8. spy

2

. employment
10. property
11.whisper
12.incite
13.divorce
14.married
15.recognize
16.organize
17.reveal
18.hide
19.came out

20.kill

(n.)
(n.)
(n.)
(n.)
(n.)
(n.)
(n.)
(n.)
(n.)
(n.)
(v.)
(v.)
(v.)
(v.)
(v.)
(v.)
(v.)
(v.)
(v.)
(v.)
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5 Ream told other people about his secret.
8 Ream and his friend went to see an art festival.
2 People had to ask Ream if they wanted to meet the millionaire.
7 The millionaire bought the diamond from the three businessmen.
4 Ream was a spy and a door-keeper.
9 Ream told his friend about the stolen diamond.
1 Ream was the door-keeper of a millionaire.
10 Ream was killed because he could not keep the secret.
[ The three businessmen sold the diamond to the millionaire.
3 The millionaire loved Ream the most.
Exercise 3

True or False

11.Ream was a millionaire.

12.The people asked Ream to meet the millionaire.
13.The millionaire loved Ream the most.

14.The millionaire assigned Ream as a worker.

15. His wife was very sad about Ream’s responsibilities.
16.The three businessmen sold a diamond to Ream.
17.The diamond belonged to the King.

18.Ream and the millionaire went to an art festival.

19.Ream told the secret to his friend.

—A (1 4= 4 4 al[1l=9 —

20. The three businessmen were killed by Ream.
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Exercise 4 Story Map

Title

The Gossipy Man

Characters

The millionaire, Ream,
the three businessmen
Ream’s wife and
Ream’s friend

Setting

In the millionaire’s house

Solution
Ream told the
millionaire’s secret to
his friend about the
diamond that the three

businessmen stole from
the palace. Problem

Ream and his friend were
killed by the three
businessmen because
he could not keep the

secret.
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