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P LANTS Structures

The Leaf: Epidermis Carbon dioxide enters, while water and
oxygen exit, through a leaf's stomata.

Stoma (Greek for "mouth”)

-pore-like openings in
plant’s epidermis

-function — to permit gas
exchange between the leaf’s
interior and external
environment.

-The larger the opening, the
faster the gas exchange

-The size of the opening is
controlled by two guard
cells.
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