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Direction : Choose the best answer and mark (X) in the answer
sheet. (10 points)

. What is the capital city of Laos?
a. Vientiane
b. Champasak
c. Luang Prabang
d. Saravan
. In the national flag of Laos, what is the blue stripe representing?
a. The full moon shining on the Mekong river.
b. The unity of the country.
c. The nation’s prosperity and abundance.
d. The country’s bright future.
. What is the official language of Laos?
a. Lao and Thai
b. Lao
c. French
d. Lao and French
. Which country has a border with Laos in the south?
a. China
b. Thailand
c. Vietnam
d. Cambodia
. What is the principal occupation of the Lao people?
a. Teacher
. Agriculture

b
c. Doctor
d. Guide
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. In Laos, the serving of food in wooden tray is similar to which part
of another country?
a. East Cambodia
b. Northern Thailand
c. Western Thailand
d. Southern Vietnam
. Which of the following is not true as regarding the reasons why
Luang Prabang is being registered as a World Heritage Site?
a. Its town planning are outstanding and unigue
b. Its geographical location
c. Its currency
d. Its represent an outstanding example of human cultural history
. In 1556, King Chaiyasetthathirath built a statue. What is the name
of the monument that looks like a fortress?
a. Patuxay
b. Luang Prabang
c. Vang Vieng
d. Phra That Luang
. When is the National Day of Laos celebrated?
a. On December 2"
b. On September P

c. On November 9"
d. On January 4"
10. What is the currency of Laos?
a. Rupiah
b. dollar
c. Peso
d. Kip
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Direction. Choose the best answer and mark (X) in the answer sheet.

(10 points)

No
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National Flag }

. >
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The national flag of Laos is called the "Moon Flag.” It consists of three

horizontal stripes of red, blue and red. The red stripes have an equal width,
with the blue stripe being double the width of the others. The blue stripe
contains a white circle in the middle.

Blue represents the nation’s Red represents the blood shed during
prosperity and abundance. the country’s fight for independence.

The white circle represents the full moon
shining upon the Mekong River, the unity
of the country under the government of the
Lao People’s Revolutionary Party, and the
country’s bright future.
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This is the country motto of Lao People's Democratic Republic (Lao
PDR), or Laos. Laos is the closest nation to Thailand in terms of history,
geography, people, religion, language and customs. The Lao population is
made up of many ethnic groups, with different languages and customs, who
coexist peacefully.

The capital city of Laos is Vientiane. The country has a total area of
236,800 square kilometers (about half the area of Thailand) and a
population of 6.4 million.

The name “Vientiane” is of French origin and spelling. It is actually
pronounced ‘Wiang-Jun," not "Vien-tiane."

Laos is the only landlocked country in the region. It is bordered by
five other countries - Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, Myanmar and China.
Because most of its neighbors have traditionally been more developed and
influential, Laos was often a buffer state between competing rivals.

Laos is situated in the central and northern part of mainland
Southeast Asia at latitude 18.29 degree north and longitude 103.60 degree
east.

Neighboring Countries .
v

Northern Laos is bordered by China.
Eastern Laos is bordered by Vietnam.

Western Laos is bordered by Thailand.
Northwestern Laos is bordered by Myanmar. ’

Southern Laos is bordered by Cambodia.
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Laos has a tropical monsoon climate

(with generally lower temperatures
in the north) that can be divided
into three main seasons:

Summer begins in February and ends in April.
The rainy season begins in May and ends in Octobers.
Winter begins in November and ends in January.
The average annual temperature ranges from 29 to 33 degree Celsius.
The minimum temperature can fall to 10 degree Celsius.

The official language is Lao. The letters of the alphabet are
developed from Tai Noi or ancient Lao letters. There are 33 consonants,
representing 21 sounds; and 28 vowels, representing 27 sounds. The writing
direction goes from left to right. The system is not very complicated and is
easy to learn and understand. Although Lao is the national language, Thai,
English and French are widely spoken, especially when conducting business.

Les consonnes du lao

28 99 39 & 00NV
kh/k  kh/k ng/ng it (5] st fify o/t vl thit thi nin
2 a 3 1 2 a 3 1 1 2 a 3

@& WW L Y D2 8 OmWMIT S

PR phip f phéip  pif) mim ¥ In n wiwddw h
1 2 2 2 3 2 2 2 3 2 2 1 2

(5233} VIV/TY MV/TY NI/ 0o ne/md ¢
g (2) n @ m ) @ vwe f@m
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Exercise 1

Answer True or False.

1. The official language of Laos is Lao and Thai.
a) True
b) False

. Vientiane is the capital of Laos.
a) True
b) False

. The country has a total area of 236,800 square kilometers.
a) True

b) False

. The Lao National Day is celebrated on November 2 every year.
a) True

b) False

. Laos is the only landlocked country in the region.
a) True

b) False




19

Exercise 2

Answer the questions.

1. Which country has a border with Laos in the north?
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Exercise 3

Fill in the blanks.

1. The name “Vientiane” is of origin and spelling.
2. Western Laos is bordered by......ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinns, |

3. The minimum temperature can fall 10 ....ccoooiiiiiiiiniiiiini. :
4 begins in November and ends in January.

5. The official language in La0S iS..cccoiviiiiiiieeeeeeiiiininn. .
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Phra That Luang

Phra That Luang is the national symbol and is located in the heart of
Vientiane. Built by King Chaiyasetthathirath in 1556, it looks like a fortress.
The stupa is 45 meters tall and has the shape of a lotus bud, with thirty
small stupas encircling the base. Symbols reflecting the important role of
Buddhism can be seen everywhere, be they carved ragas or Buddha statues
covered with gold leaves on lotus-shaped pedestals. A monument to King
Chaiyasetthathirath is located at the main entrance.




22

Patuxay

The Patuxay is situated on Lan Xang Road in Vientiane. It was
completed in 1969 as a memorial to the people of Laos who sacrificed their
lives during the various was that involved the country. Architecturally, it is
influenced by the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. However, Lao designs can be
seen on the monument, such as Lao-style Buddha statues, paintings
depicting stories from the Ramayana, and on the stucco decoration
underneath the arch.

ol

ARK )
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Luang Prabang

Luang Prabang is registered as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It is
quiet, picturesque town located on the banks where the Mekong and Khan
rivers join. There are three reasons why the town is registered as a World
Heritage Site : it represents an outstanding example of human cultural
history ; its geographical location and town planning are outstanding and
unique; and it has managed fo preserve its ancient architecture (houses
and temples) and overall delightful ambience.

: .'faiﬁ'uualua'ﬁ:s’ 1

Vang Vieng

Vang Vieng is 150 kilometers from Vientiane. It is a small tourist
town with exquisite scenery. The most famous leisure activity here is
cruising along the Song River to enjoy the natural scenery and the simple
lifestyle of the local people
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Laos has a simple food culture consisting mostly of sticky rice and
some easily-cooked dishes such as fermented fish, grilled fish, chili paste
and local vegetables served on a wooden tray (like Thailand's northern kan-
tok). Lao people, like most Thais, are happy to gather in circle on a mat and
enjoy eating tfogether, sharing communal dishes.

Examples of popul o dishes served on a wooden tray are:

Larb

The ingredients are similar to those
of the Thai /arb. Most of them are herbs.
Popular /arb dishes include fish /arb,
chicken /arb and duck /arb. Beef /arb is

normally only prepared for religious or

other important events. Jaew (Chili Paste)

This dish needs to be eaten with
rice. There are many fypes of jaew,
including fresh chili jaew and mak /ane
Jaew (with tomato, chili and fermented
fish). The dish can be mixed with garlic,
spring onion and lemongrass and served as
a dip for meals.




Laos is a very close neighbor to Thailand and has a similar language,
culture and way of life. The country, however, manages to retain it
cultural identity. Although a small country, Laos is rich in natural
resources. It became an ASEAN member in 1997.

The reason National Day is observed on December 2 is because it was
on that day in 1975 that the communists took power in the country
and successfully established a republic.

When Laos hosted the 25™ Southeast Asian Games (SEA Games) for
the first time in 2009, the mascots were two elephants, male and
female, called Champa and Champi.

'A buffer state’ is an independent country that plays a significant
political and geographical role in preventing bigger powers from
staging wars between each other.

Tourists visiting Laos will see notices everywhere saying 'Stay in
Laos, only use Kip'.

The principal occupation of the Lao people is agriculture, including

fisheries and forestry, followed by services and industries,
respectively.

Key imports are motorcycles and parts, electrical appliances and
consumer products

Key exports are logs, processed wood, wooden products, minerals,
scrap metal, coal and ready-to-wear clothing.

25
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Exercise 4

Answer True or False.

1. Laos is a rich in natural resources.
a) True
b) False

2. Champa and Champi help Laos to become member of ASEAN in
1998.
a) True
b) False

3. In 1975, the communist took power in the country and
successfully established a republic. This has led to the Laos
people not to observe the 2" of December as a national day.

a) True
b) False

4. Vang Vieng is registered as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
a) True
b) False

5. Patuxay was completed in 1969.
a) True
b) False
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Exercise 5

Write the name of places and food.
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Direction: Summarize the main concept about Laos by mind mapping.

Patuxay

[ Destinations
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Direction : Choose the best answer and mark (X) in the answer sheet.
(10 points)

1. What is the principal occupation of the Lao people?
a. Guide
b. Teacher
c. Doctor
d. Agriculture
. In Laos, the serving of food in wooden tray is similar to which part of
another country?
a. Western Thailand
. Northern Thailand
. East Cambodia
. Southern Vietnam
the National Day of Laos celebrated?
. On September 2"
. On November 9"
. On December 2"
d. On January 4"
. What is the currency of Laos?
a. Kip
b. dollar
c. Rupiah
d. Peso
. What is the capital city of Laos?
a. Luang Prabang
. Champasak

b
c. Vientiane
d

. Saravan
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. In the national flag of Laos, what is the blue stripe representing?
a. The nation’s prosperity and abundance.
b. The full moon shining on the Mekong river.
c. The country’s bright future.
d. The unity of the country.
. In 1556, King Chaiyasetthathirath built a statue. What is the name
of the monument that looks like a fortress?
a. Patuxay
b. Luang Prabang
c. Phra That Luang
d. Vang Vieng
. Which of the following is not true as regarding the reasons why
Luang Prabang is being registered as a World Heritage Site?
a. Its represent an outstanding example of human cultural history
b. Its currency
c. Its town planning are outstanding and unique
d. lts geographical location
. What is the official language of Laos?
a. French
b. Lao
c. Lao and French
d. Lao and Thai
10. Which country has a border with Laos in the south?
a. China
. Thailand

b
c. Vietnam
d

. Cambodia

QqQ
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Direction: Choose the best answer and mark (X) in the answer sheet.

(10 points)

No

P

O | R| N[ | G| | W| N
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Answer Key

Exercise 1

Answer True or False.

1. The official language of Laos is Lao and Thai.

. Vientiane is the capital of Laos.

. True

b) False

. The country has a total area of 236,800 square kilometers.

True

b) False

. The Lao National Day is celebrated on November 2 every year.
a) True

False

. Laos is the only landlocked country in the region.

True

b) False
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Answer Key

Exercise 2

Answer the questions.

1. Which country has a border with Laos in the north?

Myanmar

. When is the rainy season begin?
Begins in May

. What is the other name of the national flag of Laos?
The Moon Flag

. Which figure is closest to the population of Laos?
6.4 million

. What is the official name of Laos?

Lao People’s Democratic Republic
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Answer Key

Exercise 3

Fill in the blanks.
1. The name “Vientiane” is of ...... Erench
2. Western Laos is bordered by........I.nailand
3. The minimum temperature can fall to
Winter

begins in November and ends in January.

5. The official language in Laos is......... Lao. ... .
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Answer Key

Exercise 4

Answer True or False.

1. Laos is a rich in natural resources.

True

b) False

2. Champa and Champi help Laos to become member of ASEAN in
1998.
a) True

False

3. In 1975, the communist took power in the country and
successfully established a republic. This has led to the Laos
people not to observe the 2" of December as a national day.

True

b) False

4. Vang Vieng is registered as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
a) True

' False

5. Patuxay was completed in 1969.

True

b) False
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Answer Key

Exercicse 5

Write the name of places and food.

Vang Vieng.

Patuxay.

Luang Prabang.

Jaew (Chili Paste).
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Answer Key

Exercise b

Direction: Summarize the main concept about Laos by mind mapping.

|

Patuxay

[ National Flag

[ Destinations /[ Climate }

P

[ Food }
[ Geography }
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Direction: Choose the best answer and mark (X) in the answer sheet.

(10 points)

No
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Direction: Choose the best answer and mark (X) in the answer sheet.

(10 points)

No

P

O | R| N| | G| B~ W] N

—
o
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